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EVEN THE RED CROSS AMBULANCES ARE NOT SPARED BY THE ENEMY 



The Red Cross 

and Its 

Work Over There 

By EDNYFED H. WILLIAMS 



WHEN the history of this bloody war 
is written, unstinted praise will be 
given to the wonderfully effective 
work done by the American Red Cross on 
foreign fields. The Red Cross has been 
actively engaged in work "over there" since 
June of last year. While the people of 
France and Italy, and the other allies, were 
waiting for the active participation of 
Americans in the military lines, there was 
always the visible evidence of American 
sympathy and support expressed through 
the Red Cross. 

RED CROSS AN OPERATING ORGANIZATION. 

From the outset it has been an operating 
organization. Its purpose was not to investi- 
gate and report back, but to set to work. 



It was not an expeditionary force, com- 
mitted to a single object, and organized be- 
fore going over there to effect that one 
object; but a great business of service, 
called on to project among a friendly people 
the instruments through which the funds 
raised in the United States could be brought 
to bear wherever and in whatever ways they 
would count for most. Money, energy, 
credit, materials, America had to give, but 
above all, organizers of the type who had 
built up our great industries, transportation 
and social work. 

The American Red Cross is dedicated to 
help win the zvar, and when its first com- 
mission arrived in France, it summarized its 
duties as follows : 
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First, To serve the army of the United 
States. 

Second, To serve the sick and wounded 
of the AlHed armies. 

Third, to give such general assistance as 
it could to the civilian population. 

RED CROSS CO- OPERATING WITH EXISTING 
CHARITABLE SOCIETIES. 

The Red Cross did not undertake any 
form of work without first learning what 
the French were already doing along the 
same lines. We Amerie^ns who had not 
borne the sorrows and stress of several 
years of war were impressed constantly by 
the number of charitable organizations that 
had sprung up to meet the needs and suffer- 
ings caused by the war. It is no exaggera- 
tion to say that there was a society in 



existence for every form of hardship aris- 
ing from the war — with the single terrible 
exception of the sorrow and anxiety which 
no human aid can overcome. 

Immediately upon the arrival of the Red 
Cross Commission these various societies, 
placed their staffs and organizations at the 
disposal of the Red Cross, and as steps in 
co-ordination, the war relief, medical sup- 
plies, and hospital dressings services became 
organic parts of the new Red Cross; work- 
ing alliances were effected with the Ameri- 
can Fund for French Wounded and other 
agencies; a Women's War Relief Corps 
was organized to afford an adequate chan- 
nel for co-operation by American women in 
France, and the Red Cross itself as an 
operating organization were .built up into 




BACK FROM COURCELETTE — This photo shows a wounded 
soldier being brought into the dressing station after the battle 
of Courcelette on a hind of a handcar. 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS RAILWAY CANTEEN IN ITALY— 
In railway canteens such cw this one at Genoa the American Red 
Cross serves millions of meals of hot food each year at low cost 
to the allied soldiers. Rest and recreation rooms, baths, and, in 
some, laundries and disinfecting facilities also are iyrovided. 



three main departments : Military Affairs, 
Civil Affairs, Administration. 

TERRIBLE DESTRUCTION BY ENEMY. \ 

Belgium and Northern France have been 
severely stricken by military movements. 
Never was so desolate a land seen as that 
which has been made of Northern France 
and Flanders. Upon the Somme and before 
Messines the Germans turned the peaceful 
smiling country into a wilderness which 
defies all description. 

Here are villages that are not even the 
shells of houses. Every tree that could bear 
fruit, every trunk that could bar the way 
to cannon or to soldiers has been ruthlessly 
cut down. The churches where the vil- 
lagers were wont to worship the Almighty, 
were destroyed by the Germans under the 
pretext that the towers offered observation 



possibilities *'to the enemy." Curiously 
enough, churches which had no towers were 
subject to like fate! All the stores that 
could not be carried away were burned; 
factories and loom-works were dismantled 
and all that was valuable was carried away 
to Germany; and the women, the subjects 
of unspeakable outrages at German hands, 
were driven off as sheep to terrors even 
more unnameable. These are notorious 
things, and the proof is overwhelming! 

The ability of the Red Cross to secure 
transportation supplies, machinery and 
labor is being put at the service of relief 
and rehabilitation in the war zone. It has 
divided the belt of devastation into six 
districts, has assigned to each an American 
delegate and is aiding French and Ameri- 
can agencies to help in the beginning of 
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normal social life and looking after the chil- 
dren, the aged and the sick left behind when 
the Germans retired. For the service of 
France as a whole, the American Red Cross 
is putting itself unstintedly into unexampled 
health movements designed to outflank the 
two great assaults by disease on the nation's 
vitality. It is co-operating in a tuberculosis 
'campaign, which should bring about in the 
next four years as great an advance as the 
most progressive American state has 
achieved in ten years; and a child welfare 
program to match it. 

FRANCE CARRYING HEAVIEST BURDEN OF 
WOUNDED. 

Not only has France been holding two 
thirds of the western front, and maintaining 
the large industrial and transportation 
operations which serves its army in the 
field ; but in addition France has been caring 



for the heaviest of all back set currents of 
wounded, sick and crippled men and their 
families; caring also for an estimated total 
of 1,500,000 ''refugees" from the war zone, 
roughly 1/30 of the population before the 
war — most of them without homes, with 
fields devastated and with no source of live- 
lihood other than Government grants. This 
total is constantly fed by a current of repa- 
triated folk entering France through Switz- 
erland at the rate of several thousand a 
day. Moreover, the tubercle bacillus enlists 
with the soldier, and France, which has 
always borne a heavy mortality from tuber- 
culosis, was threatened with a national 
health problem of unexampled proportions ; 
which with the proverbially low birth rate 
further cut down by the war, and the infant 
death rate increased, the future of the 
Republic is bound up in the conserving its 




FOOD FOLLOWS THE FLAG INTO ITALY — 

These are Venetian refugees, mainly little folks (See desci-ivtion 

in text). 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS HOME FOR REFUGEES AT MILAN— 
Every soldier killed makes every baby still more important to 
the future of France and Italy. This American Red Cross Home 
for Refugees at Milan is a detail in that organization's exten- 
sive child-saving work throughout the war-stricken section. 



children while the war goes on. And thus, 
by means of hospitals, relief branches and 
specialized institutions, the American Red 
Cross entered the field and is engaging in 
laying foundations which will stand for 
generations. 

THE RED CROSS ACTS QUICKLY IN EMERGEN- 
CIES. 

The Red Cross acts surely and quickly 
in emergencies. An example was the 
children's shelter established at Toul in the 
war zone last August. Gas bombs were 
being used by the German forces and the 
inhabitants of nearby villages were obliged 
to wear gas masks to escape asphyxiation. 
Word came from the ''prefet" of the "de- 
partment" that 350 children, too young to 
be trusted to keep their gas masks on, had 
been thrust upon his hands and he needed 



immediate help. Within a few hours eight 
workers left the Red Cross headquarters — 
a doctor, an experienced nurse, two auxil- 
iary nurses, a bacteriologist, and adminis- 
trative director, and two women to take 
care of bedding, clothing, food, etc. The 
children, all of them under eight years of 
age and twenty-one of them less than one 
year, were found herded together in an old 
military barracks, dirty, practically unfur- 
nished, and without sanitary appliances. 
Sick children were crowded with the well, 
and skin diseases and vermin abounded. 
Within two days the children had been 
thoroughly cleansed and transferred to a 
new and clean barracks, medical care had 
been given, wet nurses had been secured for 
the babies, suitable food provided, and a 
classification of all refugies made to prevent 
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the separation of members of the same 
families. You ask, ''Where were the 
mothers of most of these children?" Let 
the German military authorities answer! 

The Red Cross and the American Army 
First of all, the American Red Cross 
stands ready as a semi-official voluntary 
body to put its money, supplies and or- 
ganization at the call of the American 
army, at every point and at any time wher- 
ever and whenever they can be of use. It 
organizes and equips and turns over abso- 
lutely to the government the hospital units 
that are employed in France. Its medical 
and surgical division in France acts as an 
auxiliary to the Medical Department of 



the United States Army, which is charged 
with the responsibility for the sanitary and 
medical service of troops in France. 

An army medical department, to do jus- 
tice to its wounded, must be ready to care 
for them within twelve hours ; it must take 
its care up to the zvounded soldier, not 
wait until the soldier is brought back. This, 
in modern war, calls for regimental dress- 
ing stations as near as they can be brought 
to the lines; field dressing stations from 
which the seriously wounded are sent back, 
either to movable field hospitals, or 
evacuating hospitals (where head, chest 
and abdominal wounds must be operated 
upon^at once, or the life is lost) and base 
hospitals, to which the sick and wounded 




RED CROSS DEPOT IN NANCY RECEIVES FRESH SUP- 
PLIES — The tremendous task of the Red Cross can only he ap- 
preciated when one remembers that they have not only to ex- 
tend their operations with the changing line of battle, but they 
have also to keep up a constant stream of sitpplies to their estab- 
lished depots. The picture shows the workers sorting out a new 
shipment in the depot at Nancy in the American sector. 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS SURGICAL DRESSING DEPOT— 
A corner of one of the inany depots for surgical dressing main- 
tained by the American Red Cross for every allied battle line. 
Mon-e than 100,000,000 dressings have been sent to Europe during 
the current year. 



are removed as rapidly as they safely can 
be transported. It is with this system of 
the U. S. Army Medical Department that 
the Red Cross stands ready to co-operate 
at every point, through installing rest sta- 
tions and infirmaries on the line of com- 
munication ; recuperation stations back of 
the war. zone; neighborhood dispensaries 
in army villages ; diet kitchens and homes 
for nurses; auxiliary plants for the man- 
ufacture of anaesthetics, ice, spHnts; a bu- 
reau of information on field hospital prac- 
tice; or in other words the Red Cross 
stands ready in every emergency to supply 
everything from a bandage to a mobile hos- 
pital. 

The Red Cross has installed several spe- 
cialized plants as auxiliaries to existing 



army equipment — among them a nitrous 
oxide plant, a splint shop, and artificial 
limb workshop, where an improved type of 
artificial leg or arm is being made. 

It is clearly the purpose of the Red Cross 
not only to see to it that every medical re- 
source is within the reach of every Ameri- 
can soldier in France, but to stand by with 
a friendly service in every other way that 
offers. After conference with and on the 
desire of the Y. M. C. A., an understand- 
ing was reached that all recreation work in 
the field and in Paris should be carried on 
by the Y. M. C. A., and that in the hos- 
pitals and convalescent homes by the Red 
Cross. 

The Red Cross maintains representatives 
at Berne, who send food and clothing in 
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packages to American prisoners in Ger- 
many. "Its "Inquiry Searching Bureau" at 
Paris keeps a card index of every Ameri- 
can soldier reported as s i c k, wounded, 
killed or taken prisoner, and amplifies and 
humanizes the short reports that the army 
must of necessity give of those in the 
casualty lists. 

The Canteens 
There are three distinct branches of can- 
teen service — at the front, en route, and in 
Paris. Those at the front are rolling can- 
teens where are served hot coffee, hot 
buillon, chocolate, tea, and lemonade, etc. 
They operate in the most exposed regions, 
and the workers are compelled to wear gas 
masks for long periods, and have "abri'' 
near where they can go when the shelling 
becomes severe. 



On the lines of communication canteens 
have been opened at the most important 
junction points, and as many as thirty 
thousand men have been served daily at 
these places. The troops on permission 
find substantial hot meals at cost prices, 
clean sleeping quarters, proper washing 
facilities, a chance to change clothing, and 
reading and writing rooms. They come 
from the fighting zones, tired, dirty, hun- 
gry, infected with vermin — they take the 
trains out refreshed in body and spirit. 
Many times the gracious women at these 
canteens are called on to work from six- 
teen to twenty hours a day, and when train 
loads of wounded arrive, they go through 
the coaches with chocolate, cocoa and cof- 
fee, and then they are often pressed into the 
service of dressing and changing bandages 





''ANY SHELL FRAGMENTS IN THE WOUNDED?"— 
These X-Ray ambulances near the front in Italy gave the sur- 
geons the answer often necessary to saving life. They are part 
of the numerous ambulances and ambulance corps supplied by 
the American Red Cross and merged into the military medical 
services. 




A RED CROSS AMBULANCE BASE— RED CROSS AMBULANCES ARE STATIONED AS NEAR THE 
FIRING LINE AS POSSIBLE. 




FLEEING TO SAFETY DURING GERMAN DRIVE — When the first force of the German drive was 
launched against the British lines on the Western Front in a great many of the villages close to the 
lines scenes that duvHcated those of the first days of the war were enacted. Just as during the .early 
fighting, the terrified inhabitants fied before the advancing Germans, so now they fled again with all 
their household possessions, as shown in this British Official Photograph. Riding atop this farm wagon 
filled with their belongings these French women and children are hurrying to safety behind the British 
lines, while the Teutons again enter their home town. The women must seek safety alone now, for all 
the men are in the armies that are holding back the enemy. 




ALL THAT IS LEFT OF A VILLAGE 
PASSED THROUGH 



"SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE" AFTER THE ENEMY HAS 




REFUGEES AND SICK WITH TUBERCULOSIS — Tioo reasons for American Red Cross Help: The 
Red Cross maintains in France several tuberculosis hospitals xoith a large number of beds and gives 
financial support or supplies to many French institutions ivhich deal ivith this disease 
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BRITISH TOMMIES WAITING FOR MEDICAL ATTEN- 
TION DURING GERMAN DRIVE — These Tommies , wounded 
during the German drive on the Western Front, are waiting for 
medical attention at one of the stationary hospitals close to the 
front. They have just come from the trenches, where they wei'e 
helping hold the German rush. One trooper, so badly wounded 
that he cannot walk, is being carried on the back of a Medical 
Corps 'man. At the extreme left is seen the sleeve of a wounded 
man, which bears four wounded stripes already. The Scot on 
the right has been wounded twice. 



for the sorely wounded. It takes vision 
and inspiration to do this work, and all hail 
to the brave women who so generously give 
their all to it. 

Re-Education of the Mutiles 
One of the big problems of the war, and 
one which the Red Cross has studied care- 
fully, is that of the mutiles — or war crip- 
ples. When one considers that there are 
perhaps 5,000 new war cripples among the 
French each month — and during the past 
few months when the various big "drives" 
were on, the number has necessarily been 



much greater — one can appreciate that the 
work of re-education and re-adaptation of 
disabled soldiers and sailors is most im- 
portant. During these war times the pay 
of a French soldier is very little, only 
twenty-five centimes, or five cents, per day, 
and his pension, if injured, is very little 
indeed. So the Red Cross is co-operating 
with the French Ministry of War devising 
apparatus and training which will fit men 
for vocations, and also for work along agri- 
cultural lines, so that they can become self- 
supporting. It is a big work, and sym- 
pathetically handled. 
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Reconstruction Work 

Reconstruction work has been under- 
taken, by the Bureau of Construction of 
the RedCross, in the devastated districts. 
Portable house (maisons demontables) are 
being erected in these districts to house the 
people so that they can start anew. It must 
of course be understood that the people 
who are occupying these houses and ''start- 
ing anew'' are practically only the old men 
and maimed, as all able bodied men are "at 
the front." 

This article attempts only to deal with 
a portion of the work being done by the 
American Red Cross. Books could be 
written about the work of the Red Cross, 
and then the story would not be half told. 



Chicagoans "Over There" With the Red Cross 
Chicagoans should have a peculiar inter- 
est in the Red Cross work, for so many of 
its men and women are in the active service 
of this organization in France. Stanley 
Field, with his staff consisting of Charles 
Garfield King, George A. Thorne, Herbert 
H. Riddle, Roys V. Strohn, Harry C. Ad- 
ler, Joseph R. Morris, and the writer, were 
over there early, and were in charge of all 
purchasing for the Red Cross, and Mr. 
Field is now in charge of the purchas- 
ing, warehouseing and transportation sys- 
tems. Alexander Smith, also of Chicago, 
is the business manager of the Red Cross 
with headquarters in Paris. These men 
give freely of their time and experience. 








1 



CANADIAN HOSPITAL SHELLED BY THE GERMANS, 
THOUGH THE WHOLE VICINITY WAS MARKED WITH 
RED CROSSES — Their only hit was on these two Red Cross 
xoagons, tut as there was nobody in them at the time and the 
horses also were safe in the stables, no casualties resulted. 
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ORPHANS OF THE WAR — Every day brings neiu inctures 
of the sadness of loar, though these little urchins and their sis- 
ters can hardly realize the grinvness of the slaughter which has 
left them niotherless and fatherless, for kind hands have done 
everything to obliterate their loss. 



accept no salary or remuneration, and pay 
all their own expenses. 

The Red Cross is doing a wonderful 
work. It is the higgest humane and human 
organization in the world. It is minimiz- 
ing, as far as is possible, the terrible effects 
of war. It is saving hundreds of lives 
daily, relieving pain in unnumbered cases, 
and is expressing in a very helpful and 
comforting manner to the people of France 
and Italy, and of all our allies, and to our 
own boys "over there" the love and sym- 
pathy of the great American people ''over 
here." 

Give and Give Liberally 

It takes money to carry on this zvork — 
to save lives! And we, zvho are ''home" 



over here should deem it a privilege to give, 
not alone of our surplus, hut of our prin- 
cipal, to this cause, and to feel that we 
have a part — a Big Part — in this Business 
of Mercy. Our boys are giving everything 
over there — even life itself — zvhat are you 
going to give over Jiere? 

The campaign for v$ 100,000,000 is on. 
Frank O. VVetmore of the First National 
Bank is chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and he has so skillfully and care- 
fully mapped out the campaign that one 
can give his doucction to any one of the 
100,000 workers who will devote all their 
time to the solicitation during Red Cross 
Week, May 20th to 27th inclusive. 



